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“When people are in their Element, they
connect with something fundamental to
their sense of identity, purpose, and wellbeing.”
Sir Ken Robinson
The Element: How Finding Your Passion
Changes Everything

Parents and Teachers
as Role-Models

“When children aren’t given the space to
struggle through things on their own, they don’t
learn to problem-solve very well. They don’t
learn to be confident in their own abilities, and
it can affect their self-esteem.”
Sir Ken Robinson
The Element: How Finding Your Passion
Changes Everything

Parents and Teachers
as Role-Models

“What matters most in a child's development, they
say, is not how much information we can stuff into her
brain in the first few years. What matters, instead, is
whether we are able to help her develop a very
different set of qualities, a list that includes
persistence, self-control, curiosity, conscientiousness,
grit and self-confidence.”

Paul Tough
How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the
Hidden Power of Character

Parents and Teachers
as Role-Models

“Beware. Your degree is not a proxy for your ability to
do any job. The world only cares about – and pays off
on – what you can do with what you know (and it
doesn’t care how you learned it!). And in an age
where innovation is increasingly a group endeavour, it
also cares about a lot of soft skills – leadership,
humility, collaboration, adaptability and loving to learn
and re-learn. This will be true no matter where you go
to work. ”
Laszlo Bock
Senior VP of People Operations, Google
New York Times 2014

Parents and Teachers
as Role-Models
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Common Questions
What is a PSLE Aggregate Score?

What is a T-Score?
How is the T-Score calculated?
Is there a maximum Aggregate Score?

What is the PSLE Aggregate
Score?
If I attain :
◦ EL - 73, MT - 61, Maths – 85, Science - 77

Is my PSLE Aggregate
◦ my total score, i.e. 296?
◦ 296 ÷ 4 x 3, i.e. 222?
◦ 73 + 61 + (85 ÷ 2) + (77 ÷ 2), i.e. 215?

What is the PSLE Aggregate
Score ?
• The PSLE Aggregate Score is not a raw score.
• It is the sum of the T-scores of each subject.
• It incorporates performance of pupils in all 4
subjects.
• It gives equal weighting to all subjects.

• It allows pupils to be ranked fairly.

What is a T-Score?
A T-score reflects a pupil’s standing relative to the
other pupils in that subject.
Shows how good the pupil is in that subject
Raw Score
Does not how good the pupil is compared to
others
Raw Score

converted to

Transformed score (T-score)

How is the T-Score calculated?
The T-Score is calculated using
◦ the raw score
◦ the average mark
◦ the spread of marks (also known as standard deviation)
The formula is

( X  m)
T  50  10
SD

where
◦ X is the raw score
◦ m is the average mark scored by all pupils
◦ SD is the spread of marks around the average mark

How is T-Score calculated?
Example 1:
In Mathematics,
◦ you scored 60 (X)
◦ the average mark is 50 (m)
◦ the spread of marks is 15 (SD)
Your T-Score is 56.7

50

( X  m)
T  50  10
SD

How is T-Score calculated?
Example 2:
In Mathematics,
◦ you scored 60 (X)
◦ the average mark is 30 (m)
◦ the spread of marks is 15 (SD)
Your T-Score is 70

30

50

( X  m)
T  50  10
SD

How is T-Score calculated?
Example 3:

In Mathematics,
◦ you scored 60 (X)
◦ the average mark is 70 (m)
◦ the spread of marks is 15 (SD)

( X  m)
T  50  10
SD

Your T-Score is 43.3

30

50

70

The PSLE Aggregate Score
• A T-Score is calculated for every subject.
• The PSLE Aggregate Score is simply the sum of
the individual T- Scores of the 4 subjects.
• Because PSLE aggregate score is based on Tscores, there is no maximum aggregate score.
• Many parents believe the (non-existent)
maximum aggregate is 300. That is a
misconception.

Is There A Maximum Aggregate
Score?
Subject

Raw

Grade

Mean

SD

T-Score

EL

100

A*

65.4

10.4

83

MT

100

A*

64.2

14.7

74

Maths

100

A*

65.5

19.2

68

Science

100

A*

72.5

13.7

70

Total

400

Aggregate Score

295

“At each stage, our student must be enabled
to learn in ways appropriate for his age and
development levels. Education is a marathon,
not a sprint. Let us focus on what matters for
the long-haul, and not just what matters for
exams. Let us plant in our students the
seeds of lifelong learning.”
Mr Heng Swee Keat
Minister for Education (2011 – 2015)

Every Student,
an Engaged Learner

“We need a better balance in our students’ education
journey. This means dialling back an excessive focus on
academics. We need to free up time and space to
nurture other dimensions that are just as important
for our children’s development. Let them not just study
the flowers, but also stop to smell the flowers, and
wonder at their beauty. We want to cultivate a generation
of young people who grow up with a sense of curiosity
and a love for learning, asking both the “whys” and
sometimes even the “why-nots”.
Mr Ng Chee Meng
Minister for Education (Schools)

Every Student,
an Engaged Learner

Thank You
for your support as our Partners-in-Education
For further clarification, please contact your child’s/ward’s Form Teachers.
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Direct School Admission (DSA)
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Entering a secondary school

PSLE/S1 Posting Exercise
• Based on a student’s PSLE score
• Most students enter secondary
schools this way

DSA
• Based on a diverse range of talents and
achievements in specific academic
subjects or non-academic areas, beyond
what the PSLE recognises
• Allows students to access school
programmes to develop their talents
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Changes to the DSA
2017 DSA Exercise
(2017 P6 Cohort)

2018 DSA Exercise
(2018 P6 Cohort)

2019 DSA Exercise
(2019 P6 Cohort)

Moving to an improved DSA

More choices and opportunities for students
Schools may offer DSA in more areas
Check the MOE DSA website in May for latest
info on participating schools and DSA areas

Schools may stop using general
academic ability tests to select students
Check schools’ websites for selection
requirements

All schools allowed to take in up
to 20% of S1 non-IP intake
through the DSA

Common online portal
for DSA application
Students can apply online,
through a single form

All schools to stop using general
academic ability tests to select
students
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What is the timeline for a typical DSA-Sec
Exercise?
DSA exercise starts. Apply
through schools.

Indicate up to 3 ranked choices
if your child has more than 1
offer

July
May

Late-November
October

Shortlisting and selection by secondary
schools. Each secondary school has
different selection criteria for its categories
and programmes. Schools will inform your
child of the selection outcome by Aug.

Your child will know
whether he/she has been
allocated to a school
through the DSA, at the
same time he/she receives
the PSLE results.
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Is DSA right for your child?
Yes, if your child has talent in an area
which a school offers the DSA in

Talent
Commit
-ment

Passion

And are passionate about
and committed to
developing his/her
strengths in that area in
that school
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DSA APPLICATION

Which school should your child apply to?
• Look for a school whose programmes match your
child’s interests and talents
• Schools are looking out for students whose interests and
talents they can develop further.

• Get the latest information about what each school
offers by:
• Visiting the MOE’s DSA website (will be updated by early
May 2018): https://www.moe.gov.sg/admissions/directadmissions/dsa-sec/overview
• Visiting school websites
• Attending schools’ Open Houses
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DSA APPLICATION

Other important questions to ask
• Will your child be able to cope with the school’s
academic curriculum?
• Learn more about the school’s academic standards
• Consult primary school teachers

• How many schools should your child apply to?
• Instead of applying to many DSA schools, what matters
more is choosing 1 or 2 schools that are just right for your
child. Remember every application takes time and effort.
• 9 out of 10 students participating in the DSA apply to
fewer than 3 schools.
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DSA SELECTION

What are schools looking for?
Every school has a slightly different set of selection considerations and
processes. Some organise auditions, trials, tests, selection camps etc. depending
on the talent that is being assessed. Some may require personal statements
and/or character references. Generally, schools are looking for candidates with:

Be sincere, be genuine, and be himself/herself –
if your child is a good fit for the school, it will show.
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SELECTION
OUTCOME

What are the possible DSA outcomes?
• CO - Confirmed Offer  Your child has a place reserved in the school
as long as he/she qualifies for a course the school offers [i.e. Express,
Normal (Academic) or Normal (Technical)].
• WL - Waiting List  This means your child will only be considered if
other students with Confirmed Offer choose not to go to that school
during the School Preference stage. Allocation will be based on
students’ rank on the school’s Waitlist.
• Unsuccessful  If your child is unsuccessful in all his/her
applications, but still wish to enter the schools he/she applied for
during the DSA exercise, your child can consider them again during
the S1 Posting Exercise based on his/her PSLE results.
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SELECTION
OUTCOME

How are DSA places allocated?
Example: Confirmed Offer vs Being Waitlisted

Achievement Secondary School placed John on the Waiting List.
John selected Achievement Secondary as his 1st choice.
Ahmad is given Confirmed Offer by Achievement Secondary.
Ahmad selected Achievement Secondary as his 2nd choice.
Who will be considered for a place in Achievement Secondary?
Ahmad will be considered for a DSA place in Achievement
Secondary, before John, as he has a Confirmed Offer.
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SELECTION
OUTCOME

If your child has a DSA Confirmed Offer,
does it mean that his/her PSLE results will
not matter?
• Your child’s PSLE results will still be used to determine the
secondary school course you are eligible for [i.e. Express, Normal
(Academic), Normal (Technical)]
• Even if your child has a confirmed offer, he/she must qualify for a
course offered by the school to be successfully admitted through
the DSA.
Example:
Jane has a DSA confirmed offer given by Achievement Secondary School, which offers
the Express Course only. However, Jane’s PSLE results qualify her for the Normal
(Academic) course. Hence, Jane will not be able to go to Achievement Secondary
School and will take part in the S1 Posting Exercise.
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OPEN HOUSE / DSA SHARING
Name of School

Date

Time

Singapore Sports School

24 March 2018 (Saturday) 08 30 – 12 30

Nanyang Girls’ High School

7 April 2018 (Saturday)

08 00 – 14 00

School of the Arts Singapore

7 April 2018 (Saturday)

09 00 – 16 00

NUS High School of Math and

7 April 2018 (Saturday)

09 00 – 17 00

14 April 2018 (Saturday)

09 00 – 13 00

Anglo-Chinese School (Independent) 14 April 2018 (Saturday)

10 00 – 12 00

School of Science and Technology

08 30 – 16 30

Science
St. Joseph’s Institution

26 May 2018 (Saturday)

The other secondary schools will be having their Open House / DSA Sharing
at a later date. For more information, please refer to the respective secondary
schools’ websites.

Thank you!
For further clarification, please contact HOD PE/CCA,
Mr Muzaffar at shaik_muzaffar@moe.edu.sg.
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